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Gulf is still more directly under British protection. With the
remaining Sheikhs of the " Pirate Coast " England is allied by
local agreements. At Bushire, on the Persian coast, there is a
British Resident, who controls the political action and the
policing of the Gulf. At Henjam—a Persian island near the
southern end of the Gulf—a British Naval depot has more
recently been constructed, with a Wireless Station, a Hospital,
and such accessories as the presence of warships necessitate.
The anchorage is sheltered and in spite of the great heat the
island is relatively healthy. It is a constant resort of H.M. ships
and one of the rare places in the Gulf where the crews are able to
indulge in exercise and sport.
Two circumstances recently attracted the attention of the
British and Indian Governments to affairs in the Persian Gulf.
The first was the change of dynasty in Persia and the consequent
increase of Persian authority. The second was the progress of
aviation and the opening up of air communication with India
and beyond. The Persian Government, under the energetic
Riza Shah, having set its house in order, proceeded to revise
its relations with the Foreign Powers and in due course turned
its attention to the Persian Gulf. It was evident that the situation
there existing required a new, practical and permanent settlement
on a basis of mutual good will. Three years and more ago
negotiations were opened to that effect. The Persian Govern-
ment once again renewed its claim to Bahrein in spite of the fact
that at the date of the arrangement come to between the British
Government and the reigning Sheikh, the place had already
passed out of the possession of Persia. True, the Persian
Government claims to have in its possession a despatch from
Lord Clarendon, written in his capacity of Foreign Secretary,
in which it is stated that England's occupation of Bahrein (if
occupation it could be called) was temporary and would be
abandoned on the restoration of law and order. But the Persian
Government forgets that it would not in any case be to Persia
that the island would be restored but to the ruling Sheikh with
whose early predecessor England had entered into the original
agreement 147 years ago. At the same time the Persian Govern-
ment let it be known that it would not extend the existing
agreement by which the planes of " Imperial Airways " en route
to and from India are permitted to fly over Persian coast territory
or to use certain Persian ports as aerodromes. Persia offers an
inland and far less convenient route, across desert that it would,

